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Governors 2019/20 Academic Year Report 

 

Tuesday 22nd August 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils, 
 
As we begin this academic year, it is a pleasure on behalf of our governing body to present our 
Governors Annual Report for last year, which aims to offer a summary of our school’s achievements 
over the past twelve months.  
 
The governing body of Burdett-Coutts and Townshend Foundation Church of England primary school 
is committed to providing an excellent education within the context of a Christian school, while 
providing the right environment to encourage our pupils to develop as responsible citizens. 
 
Covid-19 has presented tough and unsettling times for all of us recently, the school responded with 
Google Classes and home learning support initially and is now settling into a physically distanced 
and Covid-safe environment in the premises. 
 
I hope the content of this report reflects how the governors have performed their duty to provide 
strategic direction and hold the school’s performance to account in the context of the school’s ethos 
and vision for your child. 
 
I would like to wish last year’s Year 6 pupils all the very best as they begin at their new secondary 
schools and hope they continue to build on the education and ethos they’ve received from our school. 
 
I would also like to thank parents and carers for their support and their warm welcomes to our new 
Headteacher, Ms Yvonne Barnett and I would like to welcome families new to our community. Your 
support and commitment make a vast difference and we remain grateful for your contribution. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

Mr Philip Carrivick 
Chair of Governors 
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Our Governors 
 
Our governing body currently has 11 volunteers elected or appointed to represent the church, 
diocese, trustees, parents & carers, the local authority and staff. As the strategic leaders of our school, 
they play a vital role in making sure every pupil receives the best possible education while achieving 
his or her full potential. 
   

Mr P Carrivick (Chair)  Local Authority Governor 
Miss A Johnson (Vice Chair) Foundation Governor 
Ms L Playford (Vice Chair) Foundation Governor 

Miss Y Barnett (Headteacher)  Ex-officio 
Mrs N Bowles  Elected Parent Governor 
Rev G Buckle  Foundation Governor / Ex-officio 
Mrs J Bates  Foundation Governor 

Ms S Agabani  Elected parent Governor 
Mr S Brickell  Elected Staff Governor 
Ms A Sladden  Foundation Governor 

Ms Catherine Hui  Foundation Governor 
 

 

What have been our successes this year? 
 
The achievements of pupils before the lockdown were heading towards KS1 and KS2 results that 
would be in-line or above the national average. We are grateful to all the staff and leaders for their 
hard work in laying the foundations and to their efforts to teach with Google Classes whilst the 
children couldn’t be in the school.  
 
Last year there were several stand-out achievements: 
 
• The school was recently awarded the Science Primary Quality Mark. A huge thank you and 

congratulations to our excellent science subject leaders, Miss Mattey and Miss Sweeney. 
• The school featured in the Parliamentary Review, a leading publication for policy and business 

leaders, and the quality of the music provision was highlighted.  
• Year 4 featured in a special installation at the nearby Tate Britain museum in Millbank, the 

exhibition was led by the Turner Prize and Oscar winning filmmaker, Steve McQueen. 
• The Andrew Woodward Literacy Fund was launched from generous donations from the family 

and friends of the school’s late Chair of Governors.  
• Daniel Shillington, in Year 2, won the Fourth Plinth Arts Award - impressive creativity!  
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What activities and options are available to pupils? 
 
The school is proud to offer a broad set of enrichment activities and experiences for pupils and 
families and last year there were opportunities in wellbeing, science, literacy and music. 
 
The school held a Friendship Fortnight that was aimed at personal development and to support the 
education of our pupils.  
 
The Christmas Fair was a chance to bring parents and the community together, it was a huge success 
and raised over £1500.  
 
For years 1-6 there were weekly Charles Smith mindfulness sessions, these were structured sessions 
that followed best practice with the aim of growing resilience and better mental health in young 
people. The school held an Internet Safety Day where pupils were taught about the benefits and risks 
of the always-on and connected society we live in. 
 
Following the launch of the Andrew Woodward Literacy Fund, the library was renamed and the 
school held a Shakespeare week as a stimulating way to teach reading and writing. 
 
The school held a Science Day and Egg Challenge that demonstrated the school’s commitment to an 
enriched science education. Year 5 and Year 6 sang and performed for Coutts Bank on The Strand 
where the staff were given some Christmas cheer on their way to work.  
 
Last year the school continued to raise money for charities, an activity that underpins the ethos of 
the school, and raised money for the British Legion and Genetic Disorder. It furthered the pastoral 
and spiritual development of the children with participation in the Harvest, Remembrance and 
Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols services as well as staging Christmas Nativity productions. 
 
 
How have governors contributed to the strategic direction of the school? 
 
Throughout the year when carrying out our responsibility of ensuring the highest standard of 
education for all pupils, we work to maintain a balance between support and challenge of the school. 
 
The governor’s key contributions to the school last year was the recruitment of the new Headteacher 
and improving the finances following changes to pupil numbers and budget. We are grateful to our 
bursar, Mr N. Cressy and Mrs Dyer for their hard work throughout the year.  
 
We welcome Ms. S. Agabani, Ms. A Sladden and Miss C. Hui to the governing body who bring finance 
and legal skills. We also take this opportunity to thank Mr W. Walter for his time and commitment to 
the school who left the governing body in the Spring term. 
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During the pandemic lockdown, the school was a hub for neighboring schools’ key workers’ children 
who enjoyed the facilities, it was a pleasure to host them and hear how much they appreciated the 
playground and space.  
 
 
What do our pupils do after leaving school? 
 
Last year our Year 6 pupils gained places in the following secondary schools: 
 

Bi-
borough 

Pimlico Academy 14 

Grey Coat Hospital School 7 

Other 
boroughs 

Bexley Grammar School - Borough of Bexley 1 

La Sainte Union - Borough of Camden 1 

London Nautical School - Borough of 
Lambeth 

1 

 
Well done to all the children – we wish them all the best as they embark on the next stage of their 
education! 
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