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The following books are appropriate for children in EYFS and will help to improve their word 
reading, vocabulary and understanding.  

Book title Author Front cover Description 

Peace at 
Last 

Jill Murphy 

 

The familiar noises, repetition and beautiful illustrations make Jill Murphy's the delightful Peace at 
Last an all-time favourite bedtime story with children and adults everywhere. This is a beautiful 
refreshed edition of a much-loved picture book classic. 
 

What the 
Ladybird 
Heard 

Julia 
Donaldson 

 

Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len are two crafty robbers with a cunning plan to steal the farmer’s fine prize 
cow. But little do they know that the tiniest, quietest creature of all has overhead their plot, and she has 
a plan of her own . . . 

What the Ladybird Heard is a fantastically funny story from the stellar picture book partnership of Julia 
Donaldson and Lydia Monks. With brilliant rhyming verse, bright distinctive illustrations and glitter on 
every page, this much-loved modern classic is perfect for reading aloud. 
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Once Upon 
an Alphabet 

Oliver 
Jeffers 

 

The letters of our alphabet work tirelessly to make words that in turn make stories, but what if there 
was a story FOR each of the letters instead? Turn the pages of this exquisite book to find out… 

Here you will discover twenty-six short stories introducing a host of new characters (plus the occasional 
familiar face). From Edmund the astronaut with his awkward fear of heights, via the dynamic new 
investigative duo of the Owl and the Octopus, through to the Zeppelin that just might get Edmund a 
little bit closer to where he needs to be, this book is packed with funny, thrilling, perilous and above all 
entertaining tales inspired by every letter in the alphabet. 

This is 
London 

M Sasek 

 

Here this beloved illustrator shares his impressions of London with its beautiful buildings, historic 
monuments, bridges, parks, shops and Piccadilly Circus, black cabs, Horse Guards, and famed 
Underground.  

Sasek has cast his loving eye on London and the result are colourful, sophisticated pictures of one of the 
most exciting cities in the world, paired with a lively text that keeps a playful sense of fun while taking 
the reader to the highlights of one of the world's great capitals.  

The Jolly 
Postman 

Allan 
Ahlberg 

 

Join the Jolly Postman on his rounds as he delivers cards and letters to various fairy-tale characters. He 
has a letter of apology for the three bears from Goldilocks, a postcard from Jack for the giant, a 
solicitor's letter on behalf of Little Red Riding-Hood for the wolf who ate grandma, and more! This 
classic and innovate story includes six envelopes with pull-out letters and cards.  
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Not Now 
Bernard 

David 
McKee 

 

Bernard's got a problem. He's found a monster in the back garden but his mum and dad are just too busy 
to notice. So Bernard tries to befriend the monster… and that doesn't go quite to plan. 
Loved by children, monsters and adults for thirty five years.  

Monkey and 
Me 

Emily 
Garrett 

 

A mischievous little girl and her toy monkey swing irresistibly through the pages of this playful book. 
Children will love guessing the animals they pretend to be, before shouting out the answers as the 
pages are turned to reveal the real creatures. Soon everyone will be waddling like a penguin, jumping 
like a kangaroo and waving their arm like an elephant's trunk! 

The 
Queen’s Hat 

Steve 
Antony 

 

A sudden gust of wind sets of a marvellous London adventure for the Queen, the Queen's men and one 
very special hat. So let's follow one determined, dare-devil queen through London Zoo, over Tower 
Bridge and up Big Ben ... just where will that hat land? 
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The 
Gruffalo 

Julia 
Donaldson 

 

Walk further into the deep dark wood, and discover what happens when a quick-witted mouse comes 
face to face with an owl, a snake... and a hungry Gruffalo! 

I will not 
ever never 
eat a 
tomato  

Lauren 
Child 

 

Lola is a fussy eater. A very fussy eater. She won't eat her carrots (until her brother Charlie reveals that 
they're orange twiglets from Jupiter). She won't eat her mashed potatoes (until Charlie explains that 
they're cloud fluff from the pointiest peak of Mount Fuji). There are many things Lola won't eat, 
including - and especially - tomatoes. Or will she? Two endearing siblings star in a witty story about the 
triumph of imagination over proclivity. 

The Very 
Hungry 
Caterpillar 

Eric Carle 

 

Eric Carle's The Very Hungry Caterpillar deserves its reputation as a much-loved classic. Full of bright 
and imaginative illustrations and ingenious cut-out details, it charts the progress of a very hungry 
caterpillar as he eats his way through the week. 

The pictures readily engage children's attention and involve them in the reading process, while helping 
them learn about numbers, days of the week and time. 
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|Lost and 
Found 

Oliver 
Jeffers 

 

Once there was a sad, lonely penguin who appeared at the door of a young boy. The boy decided he 
must be lost, so he set off to find his home. The boy asked the Lost and Found Office, some birds, and 
even his rubber duck, but no one knew where he belonged. Then he read that penguins were from the 
South Pole, and decided to help him get back there. Together they set out across the sea, rowing 
through bad weather and good, but when they reached the South Pole, the boy discovered that 
sometimes what you're looking for is right in front of you all along... 

Whatever 
Next  

Jill Murphy 

 

The moon and back before bath time? Whatever next! 

Join Baby Bear as he finds a rocket, makes friends with an owl and has a picnic on the moon. 

 

The Lion 
Inside 

Rachel 
Bright  

 

A bestselling story about confidence, self-esteem, and a shy little mouse who sets out on a journey to 
find his roar. 

Fed up of being ignored by the other animals, Mouse wishes he could roar like Lion. But, as he discovers, 
even the biggest, bossiest people are scared sometimes ... and even the smallest creatures can have the 
heart of a lion! 
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How Many 
Legs? 

Kes Gray 

 

From the award winning creators of Oi Frog! comes an hilarious counting picture book about our four-
legged - and two-legged and eight-legged - friends! 

How many legs would there be if a polar bear came for tea? How high would the leg count go if a squid 
rode in on a buffalo? As more and more animals join in the fun, count along if you can! 

 

 

 


